literature in the UK and North America, and for this alone the book would be a valuable addition to the libraries of most teaching centres. Although essentially a book for the medical library, it would be an extremely valuable adjunct to the libraries of all those concerned with training the specialist in child and adolescent psychiatry. It would also prove a very valuable reference book for those who wish to refresh their memories on particular topics. There is a shortage of comprehensive books dealing specifically with the treatment of child and adolescent disorders. This one can be recommended as a useful addition to the available literature. Medical Association and the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain. The basis of selection of drugs has been changed and the present edition includes information on most of the products available to prescribers in the United Kingdom. Courses of treatment are classified by price into seven categories (A-G). Notes for prescribers are retained and are followed by the relevant drug information. It is expected that two editions will be published each year. This revision may well ensure that the BNF regains its place as the most consulted source of prescribing information.
VICTOR BLOOM

Editor
Chromosomal Variation in Man. 3rd edn D S Borgaonkar pp 846 US$58 New York: Alan R Liss 1981 Papers on cytogenetic abnormalities are published in a wide variety of medical and genetic journals. Therefore the compilation by computer of all the main published reports is most useful. The entries have more than tripled since the first edition in 1975.A cytogeneticist finding an unusual anomaly in a chromosome preparation can rapidly find earlier reports in this book. The list cannot be complete, but the author aims always to give a key reference. The entries are by chromosome number, the arm of that chromosome and the band on the arm. The first and largest section is on structural variations and anomalies, the second on numerical anomalies, the third on the simultaneous occurrence of anomalies of more than one chromosome and the last on chromosomal breakage syndromes. Where a cell line culture is available the Mutant Cell Repository Number is given. There is an author index and two appendices, one a select list of loci already assigned to an individual chromosome, and the other on the already delineated chromosomal syndromes, giving the main features and two or three clinical photographs.
All clinical geneticists will need this book, and most paediatricians and obstetricians will need access to it. Scotland, has in the course of 108 pages and 12 chapters lucidly and comprehensively analysed the bewildering complexity of the postgraduate medical scene. Each chapter deals with its subject succinctly. There is no padding in this book. I thought possibly the best chapter of all was that on the organization and running of the Postgraduate Centre. This alone is a 'must' for clinical tutors and their secretaries. All in all, this is a good book and highly recommended.
H M LEATHER
Consultant Physician Plymouth Clinical Area
The Development of Hearing (Studies in Developmental Paediatrics, vol 2) Sybil Yeates pp 237 £7.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1981 This is the second book in a series of studies in developmental paediatrics. The series editor, Margaret Pollak, states that 'the overall aim is to provide a concept of underlying principles and a practical guide to exponents and newcomers alike'. Dr Yeates, who has a great understanding of children, has given an excellent description of the methods used to find the hearing handicapped child, the history taking and the diagnosis of the condition and the degree of handicap. She stresses the need of finding these children in the first year of life. Not only does she ably describe the tests, but she gives the pitfalls and the problems encountered with the child who is 'difficult to test'. She also briefly and in simple terms describes the audiometric tests of hearing and later the objective hearing tests, i.e. electrocochleograms, brain stem evoked response, crossed acoustic reflexes and impedance responses.
Dr Yates discusses the management of the hearing handicapped, the surgical treatment in the cases of middle ear deafness and, for those that cannot be helped surgically, the application of hearing aids, auditory training and special schooling.
This practical, easily readable and welJ illustrated book should be of great help to community medical officers who are expected to test a child's hearing as part of a general developmental assessment; to health visitors who are dealing with a hearing handicapped child and its family; and anyone training in the fields of developmental paediatrics or audiology. MARGARET The title of this book is misleading. Many facets of emotional disturbance in childhood are considered but no attempt is made to evaluate the relative need for immediate intervention. Instead this book ranges over a wide spectrum of topics pertinent to everyday paediatric practice.
There is a cogent discussion of different approaches and an introduction to models of psychopathology. The chapter on management of irate patients should be compulsory reading for all paediatricians. Through case material it offers a model of the issues as welJ as a delineation of the problems which arouse misunderstanding and resentment between doctor and patient, the antecedent of a breakdown of communication.
Other chapters offer discussion of the issues around anxiety-provoking topics. Child abuse, rape, facing a dying child and his family and suicide are all covered. Relevant research and opinion are quoted and a good bibliography offers the opportunity for further reading. Aspects of liaison psychiatry are touched on, but the book does not presume that a specialist child psychiatrist would be available for consultation.
In some chapters the orientation reflects the North American origin of this book, especially when discussing malpractice issues. Transplantation problems are not considered.
This book can be recommended as a useful and valuable addition to a consultant paediatrician's library and a helpful work for junior paediatric psychiatrists.
C M DENNEHY
Consultant in Child Psychiatry
Queen Elizabeth's Hospital for Children. London ..
Section News
Section of Obstetrics & GynaecoIogy
On Friday 23 January, Mr T L T Lewis, the President of the Section of Obstetrics and Gynaecology of the Royal Society of Medicine presented the Blair Bell Gold Medal to Professor Geoffrey Dawes of Oxford. This medal was endowed by the late Professor William Blair Bell to be awarded to persons who had advanced the science of obstetrics. The President reminded the large audience of the previous recipients of this high honour and pointed out Professor-Dawes' particular contributions to the science of measuring the fetus in both animal and human species. Geoffrey Dawes had in this generation advanced the art of fetal physiology more than anyone else in the United Kingdom. Professor Dawes received the medal and replied to the President. He gave a vivid and concise account of the correlation of measurements of fetal movements, fetal chest wall movements and the fetal heart rate. From these three measures Professor Dawes was able to build a logical and penetrating account of fetal welJbeing and extend this to other aspects of fetal physiology.
GEOFFREY CHAMBERLAIN
Honorary Secretary Section of Obstetrics & Gynaecology
